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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . A method of storing di ^al images wit hin a computer system comprising: 
/ J identifying a first stoi^ge facility and a directory within the first storage facility 

^ for storing a digital image; 

generating a first image ^entifier associated with the first storage facility and 

the directory; 

generating a second image Identifier comprising a random number; 
generating a unique hash valine by encrypting the first and second image 

10 identifiers; 

identifying a storage path usingVhe first and second image identifiers and the 
unique hash value such that related digital imaged have unrelated storage paths. 
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2. The method of claim 1 wherein the digital image is received fix)m at least one of a 



P 1 5 subscriber of the computer system and a third party associated with the subscriber. 

5 3 . The method of claim 1 wherein identifying a storage path comprises extracting 

Si 

3 storage path infomiation firom at least one of the first image identifier and the second image 

identifier. 



4, The method of claim 3 further comprising translating the extracted storage path 
information. 



5. The method of claim 3 wherein identifying a storage path comprises using the 
25 unique hash value as a filename. 

6. The method of claim 1 further comprising storing the digital image in the first 
storage facility at the identified storage path. 

30 7. The method of claim 6 fiirther comprising generating and storing lower resolution 

thumbnails at the identified storage path. 
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8. The method of claim 1 further comprising identifying a second storage facility for 
storing metadata describing the digital image. 

5 9. The method of claim 8 wherein identifying a second storage facility comprises 

encoding account information associated with the digital image. 

10. The method of claim 9 wherein the account information comprises a screen name 
associated with a subscriber. 

V 

-v,.^ 1 1 . The method of clarni 9 further comprising mapping the encoded account 

1^ / information to an appropriate st(^ge space group containing second storage facility. 

Q 12. The method of claim 8 fiuther comprising storing metadata describing the digital 

p 15 image in the second storage facility. 

13. The method of claim 12 further comprising providing access to the stored digital 
image and the stored metadata. 

14. The method of claim 1 w^rein generating the unique hash value comprises 
applying at least on of the MD5 algoritHpi and the DEC algorithm to the first and second 
image identifiers. 

15. A digital image storage apparanis, comprising a host configured to: 
25 identify a first storage faciUty^^d a directory within the first storage faciUty 

for storing a digital image; 

generate a first image identifier ^sociated with the first storage facility and the 

directory; 

generate a second image identifier (Jomprising a random number; 
30 generate a unique hash value by enc^ting the first and second image 

identifiers; 
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identify a storage path using the first and second image identifiers and the 
^ unique hash value such that related digits^J images have unrelated storage paths. 



5 1 6. A computer program, stored ipn a computer readable medium, comprising 

instmctions for: 

identifying a first storage facility and a directory within the first storage facility 
for storing a digital image; 

generating a first image identifier ^sociated with the first storage facility and 

10 the directory; 

generating a second image identifier Comprising a random number; 
generating a unique hash value by encrypting the first and second image 

^ identifiers; 

0 identifying a storage path using the first ^d second image identifiers and the 

S3 

^ 15 unique hash value such that related digital imageihave unrelated storage paths, 

si \ 

g 17. The computer program of claim 16 wherein the computer readable medium 

RJ comprises a disk. 

Q 

^20 18. The computer program of claim 16 wherein the computer readable medium 

comprises a client device. 



19. The computer program of claim 16 wherein the computer readable medium 
comprises a host device. 

25 

20. The computer program of claim 16 wherein the computer readable medium 
comprises a propagated signal. 
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21. A method of storing digital images within a computer system comprising: 

generating at least one image identifier associated with a first storage facility, a 
directory within the first storage facility, and a random number; and 

identifying a storage path using the at least one image identifier such that 
5 related digital images have unrelated storage paths. 



22. A method of monitoring digital images comprising: 

receiving a complaint associated with a digital image fi^om a first subscriber; and 

regulating access of the first subscriber to the digital image. 
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